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cshaw3@wcpss.net
www.shawfvhs.weebly.com
919-557-2511

“Nothing can stop the man with the right mental attitude from achieving his goal; nothing on earth can help the man with wrong mental attitude.”-Thomas Jefferson

AP United States History: Syllabus- Spring 2016
 
	I am looking forward to having you in APUSH this semester.  This course is college level study of American History that will cover early civilizations through modern times.  I hope that by teacher, student, and parent working together that we can make this an enjoyable as well as productive semester for everyone.  I also hope that each student will leave with a better understanding of the history and movement of people as they impact North America and development of the United States of America.  This course goes beyond memorization of isolated facts to the development of higher level thinking skills, encouraging students to make historical assessments and evaluations.  The course will encourage students to develop analytic ways of thinking, such as recognizing cause and effect, drawing inferences, dealing with conflicting historical viewpoints, and tracing the evolution of themes throughout the history of America.  Students will be asked to write often and insightfully, as well as form and express thoughtful opinions that they share with others. 
	I have given each student their own copy of classroom expectations and a grading policy.  Please take a few minutes to look over these so that you are aware of what is expected of you.  In order to be successful, we must follow several rules of conduct to allow for a positive and productive learning environment.  They are as follows:

Expectations:
1.	Be Present: Attendance is mandatory for success, especially in an AP course.  Students who are absent on a regular basis often fall behind, and struggle to be successful in this class.  Students who are absent should expect to have make-up work.  Students with excessive absences will be reported to the office per FVHS policy.
2.	Be Prompt: Tardiness is not acceptable.  You will be counted as tardy if you are not seated when the bell rings. If you are late, you must have a tardy pass to enter.  School rules and regulations will govern discipline in the event of excessive tardiness. 
3.	Be Polite: Please do NOT speak while ANY other person is speaking.  They deserve your attention and respect. 
4.	Be Alert:  Your head should NEVER need the support of your desk.  Please be certain to get your sleep at home! You may lose the privilege of your chair if this becomes an issue.
5.	Be Aware of School and Classroom Rules:  Cell phones, IPODs, MP3 players, hats, food, drinks etc… are NOT allowed in the classroom.  These items will be confiscated upon the first offense.  You will receive them back at the end of the class.  Future offences will require parent retrieval. This policy will be enforced strictly, as it is the policy of the school.  You should take the time to browse through the student handbook, and be prepared to meet all of the identified expectations. 
6.	Be Patient:	 The bell does not dismiss class, the teacher does.
7.	Be Prepared:  On a daily basis, please have the following materials with you when you arrive for class:
·	Pen (dark blue or black ink only) and/or pencil.  Colored pencils may be helpful when we work on maps.  Binder, and Notebook Paper
·	All assigned work that is due for that day.  Please read “Make Up Work” and “Late Work” for my policy on assignments.

Consequences: 
Consequence One: Verbal Warning (With the exception of electronic devices- See Above)
Consequence Two:   Call Home
Consequence Three:  Referral to office



Communication:
	Please provide a working email address.  This is my primary means of communication with parents.  I will NOT share your email with others, and will not send more than personalized updates about the class and/or your student.


Remind.com:
	I utilize www.remind.com to provide students and parents with text reminders of upcoming assignments or events.  This is not mandatory, but will keep you in the loop regarding things that are upcoming. Standard text message rates apply, and will not be paid by WCPSS or FVHS. I typically will send two reminders the day before a test or assignment. 

To enroll, send a text message to #81010 with the message @fvhsapush
	 
Materials Needed:
	3 ring notebook. Students may choose to keep one notebook for the entire semester, or they may choose to break their notebooks by unit.  I will allow the students to make the choice, however all materials should be retained in a neat and organized fashion through the AP exam in May. 
	Writing Utensils: Pen (Black or Blue ONLY) Pencils
	Notebook Paper
	Colored Pencils (I have a large stock of these in the classroom, however I know that some students like to have their own)


Work Load:
Students will have reading almost every night.  I have created a suggested schedule of readings, however it is highly-  recommended that students try to get ahead of the schedule.  Although every effort has been made to provide an even number of pages, due to the nature and size of some units, the reading may be heavier during some evenings. Students will have reading quizzes multiple times a week covering the unit materials.  Students be expected to read and will be quizzed on an average of two to three chapters of the textbook per week. The reading is dense and requires focus and nightly note-taking.  Students will need to carve out additional time in their schedules to study for tests, prepare for DBQs and Long Essays (in-class writings), prepare for debates and seminars, and complete class assignments.

Missing Work and Late Work:
All assignments are expected to be completed by the assigned due date.  If work is not completed
	Students may turn in work late for a reduction of 10 percentage points per day.
	Students will have 1 week (5 classroom days) to make arrangements for taking a missed exam or quiz.  If arrangements are not made, the grade will revert to a 0% at one week

Absences
	If a student is absent from class on a day that an assignment is due, he or she will have one day per day absent to turn in work.  Any late work will be subject to the above restrictions

Absence due to school event
	If you are absent from my class due to participation in a school event, your work is still due on the original due date, this applies to all events (athletic, student groups) – if you choose not to turn your work in, the above restrictions apply.


Instructional and Grading Guidelines 
There are a variety of methods used for teaching, learning and assessing in APUSH. As your teacher, I will implement diverse teaching strategies, which seek to reach every student’s strengths for learning.  History is a dynamic subject, and it should be taught as such.  Additionally, we will work to sharpen students’ reading, writing, critical thinking skills and speaking abilities.  All of these things are essential for molding each student into an informed and active citizen.  The primary assessment types that will be used are:
	Class Grade Breakdown:
Major : (Unit Tests, projects)- 50%
Intermediate: (Writing, Quizzes)- 35%
Minor: (Classwork, Homework)- 15%


Semester Grade Breakdown:
1st Quarter- 40%
2nd Quarter- 40%
Final Exam- 20%


Wake Co. Grading Scale:
90-100    	 	 A
80-89      		 B
70-79     		 C
60-69      		 D
59 or below                  F
Report Cards and Communication

Fuquay-Varina High School issues report cards four times a year.  Report cards are brought home by the student.  They will let you know how your child is doing and any area improvement may be needed.  You may also see your child’s grades online on HomeBase. Please call our Student Services Department to set up your HomeBase account.  You may also keep up with your child’s assignments via my website, www.shawfvhs.weebly.com

Please contact me via email if you have any questions, it is usually the quickest way for us to communicate.  If you desire a conference with me at any time, please feel free to contact the guidance department (557-2526) to schedule an appointment.  If you would just like to talk to me on the phone, please leave a message with Mrs. Humphrey, the secretary (557-2511) and I will return your phone call as soon as possible.  Please encourage your child to schedule time with me after school if needed.  I know that by working together we can have a great semester.  



Best Regards,




Carrie Shaw


APUSH
Student Information Sheet
Fall 2015
PLEASE PRINT!

Student Name:	______________________________________
Grade Level:		______________________________________	

Parent/Guardian Name:	_________________________________
Relationship to Student:	_________________________________
Telephone Number(s):	_________________________________
Email Address:		_________________________________ (Preferred form of contact)
											    (will not be shared)
Parent/Guardian Name:	_________________________________
Relationship to Student:	_________________________________
Telephone Number(s):	_________________________________
Email Address:		_________________________________

Does your student have reliable internet access at home? _____________
Does your student have a reliable printer at home?  _____________
Is there anything important I should know about your student?




Please sign below with your student to acknowledge receipt of the APUSH Syllabus. By signing below, you attest that you have read and understand the rules as stated in the syllabus and comprehend that if violated appropriate disciplinary action will be taken, which is to be decided by the teacher and/or school administrator(s):

Student Name: ____________________________________________		
Date: ________________

Parent Signature: __________________________________________
Date:________________



